
RESPONDING TO COVID-19: Informatics Virtual Conference 
April 15, 2020 | 12:00pm ET / 9:00am PT

Responding to the COVID-19 pandemic has been overwhelming and disruptive to most, if not all healthcare organizations across the
globe. Collaboration and communication are key to building best practices and responsiveness.

Join us for this critical event series beginning April 15th, as health leaders from top healthcare organizations across the country share best 
practices, practical techniques and lessons learned in response to COVID-19. Learn what you can do to overcome the operational setup, 
communication, and analytics challenges health systems face – today – with the surging pandemic by registering for the series.

The first virtual conference in the series will focus on key topics including how to best triage testing and load balancing, how labs can bring 
up EUA tests and manage the volume of data with clinical validation and dashboards. Subsequent webinars will focus on the continued 
evolution of the topic of COVID-19 and how health systems and their laboratories can manage and survive the surge.

Thomas J.S. Durant, M.D. Yale School of Medicine / Yale-New Haven Hospital

Michael Feldman, M.D., Ph.D. University of Pennsylvania Health System / Perelman School of Medicine 

Jochen K. Lennerz, M.D., Ph.D. Massachusetts General Hospital / Harvard Medical School 

J. Mark Tuthill M.D. Henry Ford Health System

Speakers:

Moderated by:
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State-level guidance
This will likely differ in your legislation
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Payor-level guidance
This will differ payor to payor
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Symptomatic/No diagnosis yet COVID-19 diagnosis

Note: Diagnosis code B34.2, Coronavirus infection, unspecified, 
would in generally not be appropriate for the COVID-19, 
because the cases have ‘universally’ been respiratory in nature, 
so the site would not be “unspecified.” 

How to code COVID?

J. Lennerz, MGH, Center for Integrated Diagnostics, Boston, MA, USA



What are the diagnostic features of COVID?
Topic: Alliance - International Pathology Data Repository
When: Apr 22, 2020 01:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Web: www.digitalpathologyalliance.org

Register in advance for this webinar:
https://partners.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ksxjtjVHTWim9olHZ9AIuw

J. Lennerz, MGH, Center for Integrated Diagnostics, Boston, MA, USA

http://www.digitalpathologyalliance.org/
https://partners.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ksxjtjVHTWim9olHZ9AIuw
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Prior to March 13, 2020
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86328
Single-step method

(e.g. lateral flow assay)

86769
Multi-step method

(e.g. ELISA)
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TEST – COVID-19 IgM/IgG Rapid Test
INDICATION FOR TEST: ventricular tachycardia and evidence of myocarditis ?COVID-19-related
SPECIMEN(S) TESTED: Blood

RESULTS:
IgM: NEGATIVE
IgG: NEGATIVE
CONTROL: PERFORMED CORRECTLY

COMMENT:
- Negative results do not rule out SARS-CoV-2 infection, particularly in those who have been in contact with the 
virus. Follow-up testing with a validated or verified qPCR test is strongly recommended to rule out infection.
- Results from antibody testing should not be used as the sole basis to diagnose or exclude SARS-CoV-2 
infection or to inform infection or contact precaution status.
- Positive results may be due to past or present infection with non-SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus strains, such as 
coronavirus HKU1, NL63, OC43, or 229E.

TEST INFORMATION:
An immunoprecipitation assay was used for the qualitative combined detection of IgM and IgG antibodies 
against SARS-CoV-2 virus in serum or blood. Briefly, serum and blood is used as the analyte in a lateral flow 
immunoassay (LFIA; Jiangsu Medomics, China; Biomedomics). The assay uses a surface antigen from SARS-
CoV-2 that is conjugated to colloidal gold nanoparticles. The SARS-CoV-2 surface antigen can specifically bind 
serum anti-SARS-CoV-2 IgM and IgG antibodies. The conjugated analyte migrates over two mouse anti-human 
monoclonal antibodies (anti-IgG and anti-IgM) stripped on separate membrane positions in the detection 
zone. Recognition of the sample analyte results in an appropriate response on the test and control lines. The 
read-out, represented by the appearance of specific test lines, can be assessed by eye. CPT codes for this 
assay is 86790 (Qualitative Immunoassay, virus, not elsewhere specified) x 1.

This test was developed, and its performance characteristics were determined by the MGH Center for 
Integrated Diagnostics. It has not been cleared or approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. The FDA 
has determined that such clearance or approval is not necessary. This test is used for clinical purposes. 
Pursuant to the requirements of CLIA 88, this laboratory has established and verified the tests accuracy and 
precision.

Questions concerning these values should be addressed to Dr. Jochen K. Lennerz at (617) 643-0619. Testing 
was performed at the Center for Integrated Diagnostics, Massachusetts General Hospital, 55 Fruit St, Boston, 
MA 02114, and Center for Integrated Diagnostics, Massachusetts General Hospital, 149 13th Street, 
Charlestown, MA 02129.

J. Lennerz, MGH, Center for Integrated Diagnostics, Boston, MA, USA
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Telehealth
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Who would have thought…?
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